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Arnold Vietnam Vet Finds Closure in Flight to D.C.

By Janet Larreau
When Arnold resident John
Phillips came home from
serving his country in Vietnam in 1972, he didn’t get
much of a welcome.
“When I flew back to Oakland, California, I was
processed out to fly military
standby, so I wore dress
greens. I was spit-shined up
and looked pretty sharp. I
was proud to serve my country,” he said. “I flew into
Denver, and during my eight
hour layover, I never experienced any taunting or anything like that, but I never
had anyone thank me for my
service or offer to buy me a
cup of coffee in those eight
hours.”
None of John’s family knew
that he was coming home, so
when he arrived at the
North Platte airport, he
called his Aunt Jackie and
asked her to take him to
Arnold. When he got to town,
he went to the café and
called his mom to drive in
from the country and take
him home.
“I went into the pool hall
while I waited, and a couple
of my classmates were in
there playing pool. One said,
‘Oh, you’re back from Nam.
How many gooks did you
kill?’ The other classmate responded, ‘Oh, about 100.’ I
just looked at them and
thought, they aren’t even
glad to see me. I just turned
around and walked out.
Only my family was excited
to see me. Mom had been

painting boards in my room
a sort of red, white and blue
—whatever color she had or
could afford—she had no
idea I was coming home.”
John was drafted into the
army in 1971. He and another Arnold boy, Ed Tullis,
were good buddies. Ed
wanted to go at the same
time as John, so he enlisted.
Both got orders for Ft.
Leonardwood, and both had
mechanical and machinery
backgrounds, so they were
put into Advanced Individual Training for engineering. The army needed ten
guys for a water drilling
course, so they both volunteered. They were both
ranked the top two in physicals and academics in the
two AIT classes.
Again, both got orders for
Vietnam.
“We would have been in
the same place, too, and the
odds would have been incredible, but because Ed’s
brother Allan was already
serving in Nam, Ed wasn’t
sent,” said John.
John was based in Long
Binh, where he built fire
support bases for the artillery as a combat engineer.
During that time, he took
shrapnel and was awarded
the Purple Heart. He was
also awarded a Bronze Star
for meritorious service.
“In Vietnam it was Gorilla
Warfare, so you never knew
when you were going to get
attacked by sniper or mortar
attacks,” he said. “My most
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104th A.H.S.
Commencement
is Saturday

Arnold High School will
hold its 104th annual commencement this Saturday,
May 13, starting at 2:00 p.m.,
in the school’s auditorium.
Dr. Dawn Lewis and school
board president Tony Eggleston will present the diplomas.
Arnold businesses are congratulating the seniors on
their achievement inside
this issue.

Time To Sign Up
for Garage Sales

Arnold’s city-wide garage
sales will be held on Saturday, June 3. Registration
forms are due May 19 and
are available online at
www.arnoldne.org or forms
may be picked up at the village office. For more information contact chairperson
Debby Moninger at 308-8702882.

Golf Course
Work Day
Scheduled

Arnold resident John Phillips (third from left) was one of four veterans asked to place the memorial wreath at the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, D.C., during May’s Vietnam Memorial
flight that carried over 600 veterans from Nebraska to view the monument.
vivid memory was when I James, in the body bag. I
had to go to the morgue and looked and said, ‘Yea, that’s
identify my good friend, him.’”
John said unlike World War
II soldiers, who were discharged in units, Vietnam
vets were discharged individually and not given time to
decompress. Vietnam was
After the small graveside something he never really
ceremony, Loni said her wanted to talk about, but a
grandmother had great sto- recent experience has given
him some closure.
ries of her youth.
On May 1, John was among
“She often told stories of
covered wagons and travel- 653 Nebraska Vietnam vets
ing by wagons. She made a who were flown to Washinggame of cutting wood with ton, D.C. to view the Vietnam
her brother, taking the Memorial. The four planes
wagon to pick berries, and each had a corporate sponsor. John’s was the Red

Family Places Sign at Little
Known Cemetery Near Arnold

Continued on page 2.

Flight, sponsored by Pinnacle Bank. His only cost was
two nights of accommodations in a hotel. As for food,
he said there was plenty of
it. Over a half a million dollars was raised by sponsor
Patriotic Productions, and
adding in work by volunteers, he said it is hard to calculate the total.
“When we flew into Washington, D.C., we walked
through the terminal. People
from all over the world were
there, and they cheered and
waved the U.S. flag. It was
thunderous. None of us expected anything like that.

Continued on page 2.

The Arnold Golf Course
work day has been scheduled for Saturday, May 13,
starting at 10:00 a.m. If
members can’t make it, a list
of jobs will be posted at the
course. Jobs that can be done
at any time are: reinforce
beams and rafters on middle
shed, fix roof panels on middle shed, place tree trunk
protectors on new trees, repair drip lines on small
trees, place posts on each hydrant for protection and tree
trimming.

Residents
“Walk for Life”

The annual Walk for Life to
benefit the Women’s Resource Center in North
Platte, drew a good number
of walkers and bike riders,
Sunday at the Arnold Recreation Area. Coverage of the
event will be in next week’s
paper.

A new sign was erected at the end of April at Powell Canyon
Cemetery, east of Arnold, by the family of Mabel J. Brooks. Established in 1886, the cemetery was first named Rosebud
Cemetery due to the wild roses growing there. The cemetery
went relatively unnoticed by passersby until the sign was installed.

Take a drive east of Arnold,
and you will pass by an unnoticed, quiet spot called the
Powell Canyon Cemetery. Located about five miles outside of town, just off
Highway 92, the cemetery is
small and unkept, but loved
ones of the people buried
there know it as a special
place. Toward the end of
April, one of those families
gathered there to bury their
grandmother’s ashes and to
erect a large steel sign that
will mark the spot for generations to come.
Before erecting the sign,
the family buried the ashes
of former Arnold resident

Mabel J. Brooks at the
gravesite of her husband,
Lawrence P. Brooks. Mabel
passed away at the age of 100
on December 8, 2016.
“My dad Roger, Uncle
Buddy, and grandma and
grandpa, are buried in the
heart of the Sandhills. It is
the most beautiful, quiet,
peaceful place. It’s our hope
that this sign will bring
more families’ loved ones
here and shine light on the
goodness in people’s hearts.
Now when people pass the
cemetery, they will know it’s
Powell Canyon Cemetery,”
said Mabel’s granddaughter,
Loni (Brooks) Waddell.

Spanish song that was also
the first one Miss Bailey
learned to play. The other
song—a French song with
two harmony parts—was
more advanced. Called “Au
Claire De La Lune,” its translation is “In the Moonlight.”
Ms. Bailey is very excited
that the students have enjoyed playing the guitar this
year, and she is hoping more
kids want to stick with it in
the future.
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Obituaries
Bennie Lynn Walker
1959-2017

Bennie Lynn
Walker, 57, of
Arnold,
Nebraska, passed
away May 1,
2017, at his
home.
Bennie
was
born to Norman E. and
Mary
Ann
(Seda) Walker
on May 11, 1959, in North
Platte, Nebraska. He graduated from Arnold High
School in 1978. You could always find him tinkering
with automobiles and lawn
mowers. He worked for various farmers in the community and was a custodian at
Arnold Public Schools for 18
years. At the time of his
death, he helped Glen Weinman whenever his health
permitted.
Bennie was united in marriage to Marlyn Sue Larsen
on November 5, 1983. To this
union, three children were
born – Jean Ann, Edward
Lynn and Eugene Dale.
Bennie was preceded in
death by his daughter, Jean
Ann; and his parents, Norman and Mary Ann Walker.
He is survived by his wife,
Marlyn Sue; sons, Edward

Lynn of Jefferson City, Missouri,
and
Eugene Dale
of Arnold, Nebraska;
one
brother, Dale
(Nyla) Walker
of
Hershey;
and a sister,
Norma Walker
and her special friend David Dibbern of
North Platte, Nebraska.
Cremation was chosen.
Services were held Saturday,
May 6, at 2:00 p.m., at the
First Baptist Church in
Arnold with Pastor Irv Jennings officiating. Music was
provided by Dale and Donna
Fletcher. Selections were:
“My Old Man,” “Go Rest
High On That Mountain,”
“In The Garden,” “Oh How
He Loves You & Me,” and
“Jesus Loves Me.”
Honorary pallbearers were
all of Ben’s friends. Inurnment was in the Arnold
Cemetery.
Memorials are suggested to
the Bennie Walker Memorial
Fund, c/o the family at P.O.
Box 52, Arnold, NE 69120.
Arnold Funeral Home is in
charge of the arrangements.

Robert Leon Morrison
1944-2017

Robert
Leon
Morrison, age 73
of North Platte,
passed away Saturday, April 29,
2017, at Great
Plains Health in
North Platte.
He was born
February
22,
1944, to Clarence
P. and Darlene
(Landry) Morrison on a farm
outside of Gandy, NE, where
he grew up before moving to
Arnold, Nebraska. Robert
graduated from Arnold High
School with the class of “62”.
He moved to North Platte
in 1963 and began working
at Snell Electric. On the 14th
of December 1963 he married his beautiful wife, Sandra Jameson. In 1973, they
purchased Snell Electric,
1984 Hansen Plumbing and
Heating, 1985 Cox and Hyde
Refrigeration
and
1986
changed name to Snell Services Inc.
He was a North Platte Ambassador , and served on the
Nebraskaland Days Board as
well as North Platte Chamber of Commerce, where he
served a short time as president of both the Ambassador’s and Chamber of
Commerce.
He enjoyed hunting, fishing, golfing, socializing and
spending time/spoiling his
grandkids.
Robert was preceded in
death by his parents,
Clarence and Darlene; and a
brother, Ronnie.
He is survived by his wife,
Sandra;
children,
Todd
(Deb),
Monica
(Roger)
Fuhrman, Brad (Brooke) all
of North Platte; grandchildren, Jason (Tonya) Morrison, Chad Knoedler, Chad

Triplett, Jesse
Morrison,
D e r e k
Knoedler,
Kasch
and
Karsen Morrison;
great
grandchildren, Brookelynn, Syncere,
Chance, Hannah and Hailey; a sister, Judy Groome of
Denver; a brother, Jim of
Washington; and numerous
nieces and nephews.
In lieu of flowers memorials are suggested to the Keystone Fire and Rescue of
Keith County NE. Online
Condolences may be shared
at www.carpentermemorial.com.
Cremation was requested.
A celebration of Bob's life
will be at a later date, due to
health concerns in the family. Those wishing to sign his
memorial book may do so
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday at
Carpenter Memorial Chapel,
which in charge of arrangements.
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Vietnam
Memorial
Continued from page 1.
There were handshakes and
hugs. We got through there
as fast as we could, because
there were 16 buses waiting
for the vets from the four
planes.”
The large group was staggered, first visiting the Washington Monument, where a
group picture was taken. The
vets saw the Changing of the
Guard at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier, which
John said was unbelievable.
After viewing the Lincoln
Monument, the vets went to
the Vietnam Memorial.
“It wound up that almost
all of us were there at the
same time,” he said. “We
were packed from one end to
the other. (The veterans)
were finding names and rubbing names and talking
about what they had experienced in Vietnam.”
John doesn’t know why, but
he was one of only four veterans who were asked to
place the memorial wreath
on the wall.
“Taps were played while
we saluted, and you could
hear a pin drop—even with
other visitors at the site,” he
said.
The vets also visited the Korean and World War II monuments.
“The World War II monument and the flagpoles really struck me. There was an
inscription,
‘Americans
came to liberate, not to conquer, to restore freedom and
to end tyranny.’ America has
always been the anti-bullyng
force. We don’t go to conquer; we go to help. For GIs
who were 19 and 20, that
was our intent in Vietnam.
The older South Koreans really appreciate what we did
for them.”
John also mentioned that
all through the trip, the Governor and Nebraska representatives in Congress and
the Senate were there to
greet the vets.
When the planes flew back
to Lincoln, John said the welcome they received was,
again, astonishing.
“I would guess 10,000 people were there. A huge flag
was waving from two ladder
trucks and fire trucks gave
us a water salute. When we
went in the terminal, it was
just pandemonium with

Seven Day
Weather Forecast

Death Notice
Emmett R. "Sid" Siddall,
age 77 of North Platte,
passed away May 2, 2017 at
Great Plains Health. Private
services will be at Ft.
McPherson National Cemetery. Those wishing to sign
the memorial book may do
so from 9am to 5 pm Friday
at
Carpenter
Memorial
Chapel which is care of
arrangements.
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THURSDAY,
May
11:
Cloudy with spotty showers.
High 64/low 42. Winds E @
14mph.
FRIDAY, May 12: Sunny
and warmer. High 72/low 49.
Winds SSW @ 7mph.
SATURDAY, May 13: Pleasant with sunshine. High
74/low 51. Winds S @
14mph.
SUNDAY, May 14: Couple
of possible showers. High
70/low 48. Winds N @
14mph.
MONDAY, May 15: Cloudy.
High 76/low 53; winds N @
6mph.
TUESDAY, May 16: Sunshine and patchy clouds.
High 80/low 55. Winds SSE
@ 15mph.
WEDNESDAY, May 17: Possible showers. High 77/low
54. Winds S @ 18mph.

hugs and handshakes. It just
went on and on and extended outside, with the Patriot Guard on the grounds.
“(The trip) made (Vietnam)
easier for everyone to talk
about,” said John. “When I
got home from Vietnam,
mom wondered if I got to see
Dean Leach. He wrote her a
letter and wondered where I
was. He was a helicopter
pilot nearby where I was stationed. I could have gotten
over there to see him, but I
didn’t know where he was.
He was the only one from
Arnold who perished over
there. The Arnold V.F.W. Post
was named after him in
1978. I rubbed his name
from the memorial wall.”

Powell
Cemetery
Continued from page 1.
swam in the river – all without supervision. She was
born before a telephone was
installed in the home and
lived to use a cell phone. She
went from homeschooling in
a sod house to seeing a man
walk on the moon to wireless technology and commercial flights. She flew to
Florida to see her grandchildren at almost 90 years of
age.
“She was a simple woman
with simple needs. She went
from being a household
caretaker to graduating high
school to becoming the
breadwinner of the family.
She was going to a gym monitored by healthcare workers
three times a week up until
six months before her death.
She was a hard worker and
strived to teach her family
her love of life.”
Family members involved
in planning for and donating
to the purchase of the sign
were: Loni (Brooks) Waddell
(granddaughter), Tyler and
Jason Brooks (grandsons),
Orrin Brooks (son), Gloria
(Brooks) Grooms (daughter).
Also Gary Brooks (grandson), with help from friends
Kyle
Troyer
&
Kenny
Folchert, did the legwork of
painting and placing the
sign.
“Grandma always talked
about how sad she was that
things weren’t cared for our
‘kept up’ very well at the
cemetery,” said Loni, who
mentioned
that
Arnold
Township Board member
Ron Cool is looking into a
grant for the cemetery.

Did You Know?
The first movie to use sound
was “The Jazz Singer,” released
in 1927: the first words, spoken
by Al Jolson, were: “Wait a
minute, you ain’t heard nothing
yet.”

Riverview
Apartments
By the residents
of Riverview
How grateful we are for the
hot weather, although later
we may complain. Oh boy, it
is time to plant a few flowers. We need some friends to
bring us a few hanging
flower baskets for the various entryways.
The May birthday party
was on Monday, May 1. We
decorated in spring colors
with
white
tablecloths.
Thanks to all who participate to make it a successful
activity. Jane Tucker is in
charge of the event, organizes the entertainment, and
when someone doesn't show
up, she improvises on the
spur of the moment. There
was a small crowd and the
entertainment was short
with Jane giving a couple of
readings
pertaining
to
Mother's Day. Those celebrating their birthdays were
Better
Sergun,
Esther
Blevins and Hazel Sheets. We
celebrated with cake and ice
cream and a great time of fellowship. Be sure to mark
your calendar for our next
birthday party that will be
on Monday, June 5, with a
varied theme of Father's Day
and vacation. Hope to see
you all there.
Anita McMurray was a visitor of Jane Tucker on Saturday afternoon. It was
wonderful to see her smiling
face again. We hope she will
come back soon and see us.
Maybe next time she will
bring Jerome with her very
friendly hugs. They are both
greatly missed.

Floyd Ondrak had visitors
this week – Ed Steele and
Doug Lanham. Thanks guys,
for stopping by.
Betty Sergun is seen walking to the social room and
about for exercise. She usually stops by Ann Seda's for a
visit.
Hazel Sheets attended
church with her daughter,
went for a ride with Mo and
Diane Sanford to the Beshaler's gravel pit, and made
her weekly hair appointment.
Helen
Rutz
and
her
friends, Ann Seda, Hazel
Sheets and Jane Chestnut,
saw many animals such as
deer, pheasants and turkeys
on their way to Beshaler's
gravel pit. Mo and Diane
bring joy to the rider's heart
as they travel in the country.
Randy Miller and others
from Riverview attended
Benny Walker's funeral. He
and his family were greatly
honored by the community.
Ann Seda's visitors were
Betty Sergun and Dolores
Weber, and Mary Harvey
also came by. Other visiting
friends were Mo and Diane
and friend, Carol, along with
Lester and Ann, who went to
Benny's funeral with Sue
Seda. They enjoyed the nice
dinner and visiting with relatives and friends. Ann enjoys the warm weather by
visiting outside or by carefully taking a walk.
Cinco de Mayo was celebrated by the Weber's trip to
Gothenburg for Mexican
food at Mi Ranchito.

Moving?

Notify The Sentinel of any
changes to your address
by calling
308-848-2511.

Make her day
with a bouquet!
Mother’s Day is
Sun., May 14
We have a nice selection of
flowers to choose from! Call
early for best selection.

Delivering Mother’s Day bouquets
Friday and Saturday, May 12 and 13.

Flowers by Shavonne

Community
Calendar
MAY 11 - Rotary Club meeting, 6:30 p.m.,
Jim’s Bar.
MAY 16 - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center
Support Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken
Bow; Bible study and fellowship, Riverview,
2:00 p.m.
FROG’S CLASS: Every Tuesday and Thursday
at 9:00 a.m., Riverview.
Brought to
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
203 WEST ARNOLD ST. • ARNOLD, NE
(308) 848-2215
TOLL FREE: 800-658-0515
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com
“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO TAKE
CARE OF YOURS.”

Arnold • Phone: 308-848-2203

2017 Cattlemen’s
Ball of NE
Custer County – Anselmo, NE

June 2 nd – 3 rd, 2017
Trail Boss Tickets $400 –
Friday and Saturday
Top Hand Tickets $100 – Saturday
Day full of events: wine and beer tasting, magician,
air boat rides, ranch rodeo, silent auction, farm
auction, culinary show, antique tractor display, Emmet
Bower Band, style show, art show, live auction,
& Prime Rib Dinner.

Eric Palslay
For more information go to http://
www.cattlemensball.com

